St. John’s Lutheran Church
Second Sunday after Christmas

January 3, 2021

Online Worship
Pre-service Music
Welcome/Announcements
(Please rise)

Opening Hymn: “From East to West” LSB 385
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From east to west, from shore to shore
Let ev’ry heart awake and sing
The holy child whom Mary bore,
The Christ, the everlasting king.

Behold, the world’s creator wears
The form and fashion of a slave;
Our very flesh our maker shares,
His fallen creatures all to save.

All glory for this blessèd morn
To God the Father ever be;
All praise to You, O Virgin-born,
And Holy Ghost eternally.
Text: Public domain

The sign of the cross T may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

Invocation
P
C

In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
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Confession & Absolution
P
C
P

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and
cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.
Silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination.
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Most merciful God,
we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have sinned against
You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have
left undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved
our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal
punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive
us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your
ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.
Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives
you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I
therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of
the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
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Song of Praise: “Let Us All with Gladsome Voice” LSB 390
1

Let us all with gladsome voice
Praise the God of heaven,
Who, to bid our hearts rejoice,
His own Son hath given.
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Christ, our Lord and Savior dear,
Be Thou ever near us.
Grant us now a glad new year.
Amen, Jesus, hear us.

3

We are rich, for He was poor;
Is not this a wonder?
Therefore praise God evermore
Here on earth and yonder.

Text: Public domain

Salutation and Collect of the Day
P
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The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray: Almighty God, You have poured into our hearts the true Light of Your
incarnate Word. Grant that this Light may shine forth in our lives; through the same
Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.
Amen.
(May be seated)

Old Testament Reading

Isaiah 62:1-3

1

For Zion’s sake I will not keep silent, and for Jerusalem’s sake I will not be quiet, until her
righteousness goes forth as brightness, and her salvation as a burning torch. 2The nations
shall see your righteousness, and all the kings your glory, and you shall be called by a new
name that the mouth of the LORD will give. 3You shall be a crown of beauty in the hand of
the LORD, and a royal diadem in the hand of your God.
L

This is the Word of the Lord.
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Thanks be to God.

Epistle

Ephesians 1:3-14

3

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in Christ with
every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, 4even as he chose us in him before the
foundation of the world, that we should be holy and blameless before him. In love 5he
predestined us for adoption as sons through Jesus Christ, according to the purpose of his
will, 6to the praise of his glorious grace, with which he has blessed us in the Beloved. 7In him
we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the
riches of his grace, 8which he lavished upon us, in all wisdom and insight 9making known to
us the mystery of his will, according to his purpose, which he set forth in Christ 10as a plan for
the fullness of time, to unite all things in him, things in heaven and things on earth.
11
In him we have obtained an inheritance, having been predestined according to the purpose
of him who works all things according to the counsel of his will, 12so that we who were the
first to hope in Christ might be to the praise of his glory. 13In him you also, when you heard
the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation, and believed in him, were sealed with the
promised Holy Spirit, 14who is the guarantee of our inheritance until we acquire possession of
it, to the praise of his glory.
L

This is the Word of the Lord.

C
(Please rise)

4

Thanks be to God.

Holy Gospel

Luke 2:40-52

40

The child [Jesus] grew and became strong, filled with wisdom. And the favor of God was
upon him. 41Now his parents went to Jerusalem every year at the Feast of the Passover. 42And
when he was twelve years old, they went up according to custom. 43And when the feast was
ended, as they were returning, the boy Jesus stayed behind in Jerusalem. His parents did not
know it, 44but supposing him to be in the group they went a day’s journey, but then they
began to search for him among their relatives and acquaintances, 45and when they did not
find him, they returned to Jerusalem, searching for him. 46After three days they found him in
the temple, sitting among the teachers, listening to them and asking them questions. 47And
all who heard him were amazed at his understanding and his answers. 48And when his
parents saw him, they were astonished. And his mother said to him, “Son, why have you
treated us so? Behold, your father and I have been searching for you in great distress.” 49And
he said to them, “Why were you looking for me? Did you not know that I must be in my
Father’s house?” 50And they did not understand the saying that he spoke to them. 51And he
went down with them and came to Nazareth and was submissive to them. And his mother
treasured up all these things in her heart. 52And Jesus increased in wisdom and in stature and
in favor with God and man.
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This is the Gospel of the Lord.

C
(May be seated)
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Praise to You, O Christ.

Hymn of the Day:
“Hail to the Lord’s Anointed” LSB 398 (Tune 906)
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Hail to the Lord’s anointed,
Great David’s greater Son!
Hail, in the time appointed,
His reign on earth begun!
He comes to break oppression,
To set the captive free,
To take away transgression
And rule in equity.
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O’er ev’ry foe victorious,
He on His throne shall rest,
From age to age more glorious,
All blessing and all-blest.
The tide of time shall never
His covenant remove;
His name shall stand forever—
That name to us is Love.
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Kings shall fall down before Him
And gold and incense bring;
All nations shall adore Him,
His praise all people sing.
To Him shall prayer unceasing
And daily vows ascend;
His kingdom still increasing,
A kingdom without end.

Text: Public domain

Sermon: “The Silent Treatment” ~ Isaiah 62:1-3
(Please rise)
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Nicene Creed
C

I believe in one God,
the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.
And in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of His Father before all worlds,
God of God, Light of Light,
very God of very God,
begotten, not made,
being of one substance with the Father,
by whom all things were made;
who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary
and was made man;
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered and was buried.
And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures
and ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of the Father.
And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead,
whose kingdom will have no end.
And I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord and giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,
who spoke by the prophets.
And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,
and I look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life T of the world to come. Amen.
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Offering
(Please place your tithes and offerings in one of the collection plates as you enter or exit
the sanctuary.)
We encourage our members to consider giving their tithes and gifts through the online opportunities offered on our website at
www.stjohnsgrandhaven.com/about-us/mobile-donations-and-tithing. Members can also contribute their gifts via mail or you
can now drop off your offering in the special lock box hanging near the entrance to our church and school between the
hours of 9 a.m. and 8 p.m. ~ checks preferred. (If cash is given, please try to drop off your offering between the hours of 9 a.m. and 2
p.m.). Please remember that we rely on these gifts for all the ongoing ministries of St. John’s – both now and for the future.

Prayers of the Church
P

Lord, in Your mercy,

C

Hear our prayer.

The Lord’s Prayer
P
C

Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy Kingdom come, Thy
will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and
forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and
the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.
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The Peace of the Lord
P
C

The peace of the Lord be with You always.
And also with you.

Benediction
P
C

The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine on you and be
gracious to you. The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace.
Amen.
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Closing Hymn: “Go Tell It on the Mountain” LSB 388
Refrain Go tell it on the mountain,
Over the hills and ev’rywhere;
Go tell it on the mountain
That Jesus Christ is born!
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While shepherds kept their watching
O’er silent flocks by night,
Behold, throughout the heavens
There shone a holy light. Refrain

2
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Down in a lonely manger
The humble Christ was born;
And God sent us salvation
That blessèd Christmas morn. Refrain

The shepherds feared and trembled
When lo, above the earth
Rang out the angel chorus
That hailed our Savior’s birth. Refrain

Text: Public domain

Silent Prayer
Postlude
Minister
Organist
Vocalist

Pastor Kurt Wenzelburger
Priscilla Isabel
Richard Rothe
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