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Get in the Boat and Follow 
Lesson 1 

 

Welcome:  Think of a time when you followed 
someone (or something) else for the wrong reasons. 
Why do you think you were willing to do this at the 
time? 
 

Word:   Read Matthew 8:18-22 & Matthew 9:9 
 

1. What do you think Jesus is trying to teach us 
about following Him in Matt. 8:18-22?  

2. What strikes you as the overall difference 
between the teacher’s response and Matthew’s 
response to following Jesus? 

3. What has been your response to Jesus’ call for 
you to follow Him?  

4. What do you think the “cost” is of following 
Jesus? 

5. What do you think the “reward” is for following 
Jesus? (See Isaiah 35:10, 1 Corinthians 9:25) 
 

Worship:  Spend some time silently confessing to 
our Heavenly Father the times when you consciously 
followed someone or something else rather than 
following Him, when you followed your own 
ideas/plans instead of His, or when you simply 
ignored Him and turned the other way. 
 

Witness:  Now…think of a time when you followed 
what Jesus was asking of you.  Spend time praying 
and asking Him to help you boldly respond to the 
opportunities He gives you in the future. 
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Get in the Boat and Cast 
Lesson 2 

 

Welcome:  Think of a time when you had an 
opportunity to help someone in the spur of the 
moment. What did you do?  How did that make you 
feel?  
 

Word:   Read John 12:23-26 
 

1. What do you think it means to be a servant?  
2. How do you think the world looks at the idea of 

being a servant to others? 
3. What do you think Jesus means when He says: 

“The man who loves his life will lose it, while the 
man who hates his life in this world will keep it 
for eternal life.” (John 12:25) 

4. What kind of attitude do you think Jesus is 
looking for in a Christ-like servant? (See 
Philippians 2:3-5) 

5. What do you think is the force that drives a man 
to become a Christ-like servant? (See 
Philippians 2:2) 
 

Worship:  Spend time in prayer thanking God for the 
day-to-day opportunities to help others and live as 
His hands and feet.  Ask Him to help you recognize 
more of these opportunities so that others would see 
His love through your actions. 
 

Witness:  Think of a way that you can serve 
someone else – even from home.  Ask God to help 
you put it into practice in the coming weeks; and then 
go for it! 



 4 

Get in the Boat and Fish 
Lesson 3 

 

Welcome:  What do you think Jesus really means 
when He says that He will make us “fishers of men?” 
 
Word:   Read Matthew 4:18-22  
 

1. What do you think a “fisher of men” looks like?  
2. How can you live your life as a “fisher of men”? 
3. What are the challenges of following Jesus and 

becoming an active “fisher of men”? 
4. What do you think the blessings will be of 

following Jesus as an active “fisher of men”? 
5. What do you think is the best way to live your 

life as a “fisher of men”? (See Matt. 22:34-40 & 
1Corinthians 13:1-8a) 

 
Worship:  Write a brief letter to God expressing what 
it is that scares you the most about becoming a 
“fisher of men.”  What is it that you are afraid of?  
 
Witness:  Right now, think of someone that you 
could show God’s love to…and go for it! (Be specific.) 
How will you make this happen?  Will you give them 
a call, send them a note, lift them in prayer, or…?  
Ask God to help you be creative in extending a hand 
of love even from home.  
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Get Out of the Boat and Lead 
Lesson 4 

 

Welcome:  Share a time when you had an 
opportunity to lead by example. 
 

Word:   Read 1 Peter 5:1-4 
 

1. What do you think it means to be a “shepherd”?  
2. How do you think you can live as a “shepherd” 

in your family? 
3. How do you think you can serve as a 

“shepherd” in your congregation? 
4. What do you think the “cost” is of living as a 

Christ-like “shepherd”? 
5. What do you think the “reward” is for living as a 

Christ-like “shepherd”? (See 1 Peter 5:4) 
 

Worship:  On a small piece of paper, write about a 
time when you weren’t so willing to lead by example.  
After you’ve done that, tear it up and get rid of it as a 
reminder that our God forgives and remembers our 
sins no more.   
 

Witness:  Think of an opportunity that you have right 
now to live as a Christ-like “shepherd” to those you 
know, and put it into practice.  Pray for them, reach 
out to them, and encourage them to be in God’s 
Word by connecting them to resources that we have 
available on our website, or through those resources 
that you know of.  Pray and ask God to help you 
follow Him by leading others through the things you 
say and do.   
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Discipleship Bible Passages 
 

Matthew 8:18-22  18When Jesus saw the crowd around 
him, he gave orders to cross to the other side of the lake. 19 

Then a teacher of the law came to him and said, “Teacher, I 
will follow you wherever you go.” 20 Jesus replied, “Foxes have 
holes and birds of the air have nests, but the Son of Man has 
no place to lay his head.” 21 Another disciple said to him, “Lord, 
first let me go and bury my father.” 22 But Jesus told him, 
“Follow me, and let the dead bury their own dead.” 

Matthew 9:9  9As Jesus went on from there, he saw a man 
named Matthew sitting at the tax collector’s booth. “Follow 
me,” he told him, and Matthew got up and followed him. 

Isaiah 35:10  10and the ransomed of the LORD will return. 
They will enter Zion with singing; everlasting joy will crown 
their heads. Gladness and joy will overtake them, and sorrow 
and sighing will flee away. 

1 Corinthians 9:25  25 Everyone who competes in the 
games goes into strict training. They do it to get a crown that 
will not last; but we do it to get a crown that will last forever. 

1 Peter 5:1-4  To the elders among you, I appeal as a fellow 
elder, a witness of Christ’s sufferings and one who also will 
share in the glory to be revealed: 2 Be shepherds of God’s 
flock that is under your care, serving as overseers—not 
because you must, but because you are willing, as God wants 
you to be; not greedy for money, but eager to serve; 3 not 
lording it over those entrusted to you, but being examples to 
the flock. 4 And when the Chief Shepherd appears, you will 
receive the crown of glory that will never fade away. 
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John 12:23-26  23Jesus replied, “The hour has come for the 
Son of Man to be glorified. 24 I tell you the truth, unless a 
kernel of wheat falls to the ground and dies, it remains only a 
single seed. But if it dies, it produces many seeds. 25 The man 
who loves his life will lose it, while the man who hates his life 
in this world will keep it for eternal life. 26 Whoever serves me 
must follow me; and where I am, my servant also will be. My 
Father will honor the one who serves me. 

Philippians 2:1-5  If you have any encouragement from 
being united with Christ, if any comfort from his love, if any 
fellowship with the Spirit, if any tenderness and compassion, 2 

then make my joy complete by being like-minded, having the 
same love, being one in spirit and purpose. 3 Do nothing out of 
selfish ambition or vain conceit, but in humility consider others 
better than yourselves. 4 Each of you should look not only to 
your own interests, but also to the interests of others. 5 Your 
attitude should be the same as that of Christ Jesus:  

Matthew 4:18-22  18As Jesus was walking beside the Sea 
of Galilee, he saw two brothers, Simon called Peter and his 
brother Andrew. They were casting a net into the lake, for they 
were fishermen. 19 “Come, follow me,” Jesus said, “and I will 
make you fishers of men.” 20 At once they left their nets and 
followed him. 21 Going on from there, he saw two other 
brothers, James son of Zebedee and his brother John. They 
were in a boat with their father Zebedee, preparing their nets. 
Jesus called them, 22 and immediately they left the boat and 
their father and followed him. 

Matthew 22:34-40  34 Hearing that Jesus had silenced the 
Sadducees, the Pharisees got together. 35 One of them, an 
expert in the law, tested him with this question: 36 “Teacher, 
which is the greatest commandment in the Law?” 37 Jesus 
replied: “‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with 
all your soul and with all your mind.’ 38 This is the first and 
greatest commandment. 39 And the second is like it: ‘Love your 
neighbor as yourself.’ 40 All the Law and the Prophets hang on 
these two commandments.”  
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1 Corinthians 13:1-8  If I speak in the tongues of men and 
of angels, but have not love, I am only a resounding gong or a 
clanging cymbal. 2 If I have the gift of prophecy and can 
fathom all mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have a faith 
that can move mountains, but have not love, I am nothing. 3 If I 
give all I possess to the poor and surrender my body to the 
flames, but have not love, I gain nothing. 

4 Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not 
boast, it is not proud. 5 It is not rude, it is not self-seeking, it is 
not easily angered, it keeps no record of wrongs. 6 Love does 
not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth. 7 It always 
protects, always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres.  

8 Love never fails. But where there are prophecies, they will 
cease; where there are tongues, they will be stilled; where 
there is knowledge, it will pass away. 

 

 


